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Laying the 0-0 in the half-
time score market 

 

An Introduction 

Why I chose this niche market. 

Welcome to the world of Football Niches. I think that specialisation is a key to 
successful betting.  

It has become a necessity to be honest.  

Take a look at the football markets available for a football match at www.betfair.com 

     

That’s a long list of markets. I have arrowed above the market we will be focusing on. 
Quite simply, ignore all of the other markets. Laser-beam focus on the half-time 
Score market only. 
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Here is a look at that half-time Score market. 

 

 

This is our niche. 

Create a Sub-Niche 

We’ve got rid of all of those other markets to focus on the half-time score market.  

Now, we narrow our focus even further to the 0-0 scoreline. 

 

 

And there’s more! 

(As famous football punter Jimmy Cricket would say).  

Let’s narrow our focus even further. We only look to lay the 0-0 in the half-time 
score market. 

 

 

This is real specialisation. The only thing we are interested in from now on is in 
finding matches in which there is an extremely strong statistical chance of a goal 
before half-time (we lay 0-0 so we want a first half goal). 

There’s a stat for that! 
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The second website which enables us to profit so well from the above market is 
www.soccerstats.com 

www.soccerstats.com is my go-to website for football research. This website has 
recently specialised itself in the provision of exactly the kinds of stats we need in 
order to select matches with a strong chance of us seeing a goal before half-time. 

In the video and article ‘Finding the selections the simple way’ you’ll be shown how 
to find the ideal candidates in which to make a profit laying the 0-0 in the half-time 
score market.  

Below is a basic introduction to the statistics making this all possible. 

 

The HT columns arrowed above, show the half-time Scores. These stats were not 
always covered by www.soccerstats.com. 

The Half-Time Score Lines Tables 

The half-time score lines Tables are a perfect complement to the Betfair half-time 
Score markets.  

Here you can see the score lines in the first half. In the example below, I want you to 
look at the half-time score lines at home for the home side on the left of the screen, 
and the half-time score lines away for the away side on the right of the screen. 
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What Don’t You See? 

If you answered ‘I don’t see a 0-0 at half-time at home or a 0-0 score line away’ then 
well done. You’ve just made your first selection! 

 

Finding matches at Betfair 
 

Please view the section in the video titled: ‘Finding the matches at Betfair’ 

Here are some key pointers. 

Ensure you choose the Exchange at www.betfair.com and not the Sportsbook. 

Any match you want to research must go-in play. This can be confirmed within the 
football markets with the ‘Going In-Play’ tick and Cash Out symbol 

 

The matches we bet in must be from leagues featured at www.soccerstats.com 

Elite European Leagues are preferred. These are the English Premier League; Spanish 
La Liga; Italian Seria A; French Ligue 1; German Bundesliga.
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Finding the selections the 
simple way 

 

At www.soccerstats.com we focus on what I term the ‘Elite European Leagues’.  

These are: 

German Bundesliga 

English Premier League  

Spanish Primeira Division 

Italian Seria A 

And if you want to expand you list of leagues 

French Ligue 1 

Dutch Eredivisie (a league with a high proportion of goals-per-game 

Our focus at www.soccerstats.com is on finding matches where there are few, or no, 
0-0’s at half-time for the teams in question. 

In the example in the accompanying video, I focussed on a match featuring Hertha 
Berlin and Hoffenheim. 

There were three areas of the stats at www.soccerstats.com that we hone-in on. 
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Half-Time Score 

 

The HT column denotes half-time Scores.  

We want to look for: 

No 0-0’s at half-time. 

No recent 0-0’s at half-time (a negative in this example as Hertha Berlin had a 0-0 at 
half-time last match and Hoffenheim had 2 0-0’s at half-time within their last 3 
matches.) 

A consecutive run of recent matches with goals before half-time.  

Once you have looked at the HT column and noted the above 3 points, scroll down 
the page at www.soccerstats.com until you get here (see over the page): 
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These are the score line stats for both sides. 

Your focus now is solely on these tables. 

The half-time score lines at home for the home side (brackets below) 

 

The half-time score lines away for the away side (bracketed below) 

 

It is vital that you focus only on the home stats for the Home side and the away stats 
for the Away side. Teams tend to show different form in home matches and away 
matches. 

We want to see the following in these tables: 

• A low % of 0-0’s at half-time for the home side at home and the away side 
away. 
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• No 0-0’s at half-time for the home side at home and the away side away. 

• We have the ideal candidate in this match.  

• Hertha Berlin have not had a 0-0 at half-time at home this season. 

• Hoffenheim have not had a 0-0 at half-time away this season. 

Finding selections - the advanced way - offers a more in-depth method of 
researching matches. The Simple way focusses on the specific stats we require. 

 

Finding the selections the 
advanced way 

 

In Finding the selections the simple way - we focused on the half-time Score 
statistics. 

In this section, we will look more in-depth at the stats and build evidence for a 
stronger case to Lay the 0-0 in the half-time Score market. 

Use all 4 columns 
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In ‘Finding the selections the simple way’ we looked at the HT (half-time score) 
column only. 

The other 3 columns of stats are equally as useful in building our case to lay the 0-0 
in the half-time score market. 

Remember these patterns. 

2.5+ column 

In this column (which shows the prevalence of over 2.5 goals in matches i.e. 3+ goals 
scored) we are looking for: 

More + signs 

More + signs in recent matches. 

In the above example, Hertha Berlin’s last 3 matches saw + signs. Hoffenheim’s last 7 
matches saw + signs and they had + signs in all bar one match. 

Translated into goals, Hertha Berlin’s last 3 matches saw 3+ goals in total. All bar one 
of Hoffenheim’s matches this season have seen 3+ goals. 

Goal-laden matches are great news when building the case to lay the 0-0 in the half-
time score market. 

CS column 

CS stands for Clean Sheet. 

In this column (which shows the prevalence of matches in which the teams did not 
concede a goal), we are looking for: 

No + signs, or relatively few + signs. Why? We want teams conceding goals regularly! 
If a team is conceding regularly, they then have a chance of conceding in the first 
half. 

4 + signs in Hertha Berlin’s CS column tells us that they have kept only 4 clean sheets. 
No + signs in their last 4 matches is good news! They have conceded in each of their 
last 4 matches. 

There is only 1 + sign in Hoffenheim’s CS column. That is great news. It tells us that 
Hoffenheim have conceded in all bar 1 match this season. 

FTS column 

FTS stands for Failed to Score.  
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In this column (which shows the prevalence of matches in which the teams did not 
score a goal), we are looking for: 

No + signs, or relatively few + signs. Why? We want teams scoring regularly. Hertha 
Berlin failed to score in only 2 matches this season. Hoffenheim failed to score in no 
matches this season. A resounding thumbs up here. These 2 sides score goals 
regularly. 

Current Sequences 

We want to see goals. 

Look at:  

1 goal scored or more and 1 goal conceded or more. We want to see the kind of 
configuration we see in Hoffenheim’s away matches. 5-5 tells us they have scored 
and conceded in each of their last 5 matches. (It is important, always, to focus on the 
home form for the home side and away form for the away side). 

Over 2.5 goals. This has been covered before but shows the current sequence. 
Hoffenheim impress again. They are on a 7-match sequence for over 2.5 goals and a 
5-match sequence away from home. 

2 goals scored or more and 2 goals conceded or more. If we have a good set of stats 
here, well that’s just the icing on the cake. Hertha Berlin’s ‘3’ in the Total column 
tells us that they have conceded 2 goals at least in each of their last 3 matches. 
Hoffenheim’s ‘3’ in the Away column tells us that they have scored 2 goals at least in 
each of their last 3 away matches. If these patterns continue, we have a great chance 
of seeing at least a goal before half-time. 
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The Matches Table 

Within the matches table we need to do the following: 

Look at the home team’s form against teams in the same section of the league as 
their opponent. Hoffenheim are 6th in the league so we must look at Hertha Berlin’s 
form against the top 6 sides.  

Look at the away team’s form against teams in the same section of the league as 
they opponent. Hertha Berlin are 8th in the league so we must look at Hoffenheim’s 
form against the top 8 sides. 

 

The above matches table shows the overall form. The cropped table below should be 
our focus. 

 

Hertha Berlin show good form against the top 6 at home. 11 goals in total, scoring 6 
and conceding 5. 

Hoffenheim’s form away v the top 8 is lacking. We call this a ‘gap in the form’. There 
is only one match in which we can gauge how Hoffenheim will perform against top 8 
sides. On a positive note, they have scored and conceded in all matches played 
against the top 4. 
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Goal Statistics 

We want to avoid a 0-0 at half-time. We want to embrace… …goals! Look at the 
home side’s over 2.5 goals % and the away side’s over 2.5 goals % 

 

We are looking for a high %. We do not see that with Hertha Berlin. 40% over 2.5 
goals at home. We do see this with Hoffenheim. 100% over 2.5 goals in their away 
matches. 80% over 3.5 goals (4+ goals scored) in their away matches. 

This is great news. If we see 4+ goals in 80% of away matches for Hoffenheim, it is 
not a stretch of the imagination to suggest at least one of those 4 goals will be 
scored in the first 45 minutes of the match? 

Time of Goals 

In the Time of goals stats table, we see a breakdown of goals scored and conceded 
every 15 minutes. 

We are only interested in the first 45 minutes a.k.a. 1st H as it is denoted over the 
page (first half) 
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Remember always to focus on the home stats for the home side and the away stats 
for the away side. 

In the 1st H row, we want to see a high % of goals scored and conceded by the home 
side at home and the away side away. 

Hertha Berlin in this case tick the boxes. 75% of their goals at home were scored first 
half. 50% of any goals conceded at home were conceded first half (see below) 

 

Hoffenheim do not perform as well in this instance with their away game stats. 
Looking below, 75% of the goals Hoffenheim have scored away from home came in 
the second half (not good!) On a positive note, they have conceded 50% of their 
away goals in the first half so we have a chance. 

 

Collecting the Evidence 

From the video and article ‘Finding selections - the simple way’ we already know that 
this match is an ideal candidate to lay the 0-0 in the half-time score market. Hertha 
Berlin home matches and Hoffenheim away matches saw no 0-0’s at half-time all 
season. 
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What other evidence is there that this match is an ideal candidate to lay the 0-0 in 
the half-time score market? Here’s a list: 

• Hertha Berlin have failed to score in only 2 matches.  

• Hoffenheim scored in every match. 

• Hoffenheim have conceded in all bar 1 match. 

• Hoffenheim are on a run of 5 consecutive over 2.5 goals matches away. 

• Hoffenheim have scored 2+ goals in each of their last 3 away matches. 

• Hertha Berlin have conceded 2+ goals in each of their last 3 matches. 

• 4-6-3-2 total goals in Hertha Berlin matches v the top 6 (Hoffenheim are 6th). 

• Hoffenheim have a 100% record for over 2.5 goals away, and an 80% record 
for over 3.5 goals away 

• Hertha Berlin have scored 75% of their home goals in the first half 

• Hertha Berlin have conceded 50% of the home goals in the first half 

• Hoffenheim have conceded 50% of the away goals in the first half. 

Throughout the stats for these 2 sides is a hint that there will be goals scored by 
both sides. The case is a strong one to lay the 0-0 in the half-time score market. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Narrow your focus on the half-time Score market. 

Create a sub niche - the 0-0 score line within the half-time Score market. 

Now create a sub-sub niche - laying the 0-0 within the half-time Score market. 

You now have a market to specifically focus on. 

And you now have the website www.soccerstats.com which provides you with the 
specific stats for the specific niche market.  


